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The teaching and learning context 

 

 Postgraduate taught students on the MSc 
International Construction Manage-
ment, a distance learning programme. 

 Students access study materials, learning 
activities and tutor support via Moodle. 

 

 For the Consolidating Theory and Practice unit, students 
create an ePortfolio.  

 Students reflect on the application of theory in their profes-
sional practice. 

 The ePortfolio carries 100% assessment weighting for a 
compulsory six-credit unit of study. 

 The unit runs twice per year, with a cohort of 15 - 50 stu-
dent per semester. 

 

 Students may have no previous experience of reflective writing 
or creating an ePortfolio. Learning from peers is especially use-
ful when the study process and assessment format are unfamil-
iar.  

 The peer review activity gives students a chance to: 

 review other students’ work 

 provide constructive feedback to each other 

 develop a better understanding of the assessment criteria. 

Designing the learning activity 

 Students provide formative feedback rather than a summative peer 
assessment. This means they can improve their work before final 
assessment. 

 Staff emphasise the benefits of the exercise, so it’s not seen as a 
substitute for feedback from academic staff.  

 The tutor allocates students work so that they see a range of quality 
(low, medium, high). The tutor notes: “Optimising impact on learn-
ing depends significantly on my initial review of the submitted work 
and appropriate allocations that reflect the relative abilities of re-
viewers and reviewees”. 

 Students complete a feedback form based on the assessment crite-
ria. “Students tend to offer similarly-structured responses (but with 
variable levels of critical insight). This standardisation is useful be-
cause it gives the whole activity a clear structure”. 

 If students have misunderstood the exercise, the tutor can provide 
individual feedback. Otherwise, the tutor highlights the learning 
points to the whole group.  

Choosing a tool 

Students and staff on this programme already use Moodle to access 
learning activities. 

 The peer review activity is integrated within Moodle; there is no need 
for an extra log on process. 

 The University of Bath e-learning team supports the tool. The Moodle 
community provides detailed user guides. 

 You can customise the settings for your activity. You can easily dis-
play the instructions within the activity. You can set up your own feed-
back form. 
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Benefits and challenges 

 It is easy to include instructions for submission. You can set up an 
‘assessment form’ for students. You can manage the workshop stages 
according to a specific timeline. 

 The tutor can manually allocate student submissions for peer review, 
or this process can be automated. It is easy to see which submissions 
have been allocated for review. 

 In this example, the exercise ran in a short time frame. It was dif-
ficult working within fixed deadlines with students in different 
time zones. The Moodle workshop has set stages and you can 
only move in one direction. 

 

 The tutor found: “I was unsure of administering the Workshop 
stages: any mistakes on my part (e.g. pressing the wrong icon at 
the wrong time) could send the proceedings into confusion”. 

 To view their peer feedback, students must log back in to ‘view 
their own submission’. This was unclear to staff and students. 
Adding specific instructions within the workshop helped. The tu-
tor highlighted this point in the Moodle forum.  

 The tutor did not find the control icons intuitive. He noted that 
“not being able to see the student view was a problem in main-
taining sure administrative control”. 

 It is a good idea to set up a ‘mock’ version to test out each stage be-
fore the ‘live run’. Support documentation with screenshots can be 
produced ahead of time.  

 The tutor needs to understand what the student sees. Support docu-
mentation should include screenshots from the students’ view. 

Evaluating the activity 

The tutor noted that: “Those students who engage confidently with the 
Workshop activity understand the steps involved for peer review and oper-
ate confidently within the various Workshop stages. Some students strug-
gle to understand what is required in the unit. The Workshop, and peer re-
view add a further layer of complexity.” 

In unit evaluation, students commented: “I found this exercise helpful in 
that I saw areas where I was doing well, but I mainly saw areas where I 
can improve.”  

“I see I definitely need to add more detail to my CTP Portfolio and get crea-
tive in how I present evidence for what I have learned…”  

“Learning from others and seeing examples of how e-portfolio is prepared 
was an outstanding experience.” 

Useful links and further reading 
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Vogel, M., 2015. An even better peer feedback experience with the Moodle 
Workshop activity [online]. London: UCL. Available from http://
blogs.ucl.ac.uk/digital-education/2015/12/21/an-even-better-peer-feedback-
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Approaches to peer assessment 

The papers below are accessible online via the University of Bath library 

Nicol, D., 2010. From Monologue to Dialogue: Improving Written Feedback 
Processes in Mass Higher Education, Assessment & Evaluation in Higher 
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